
LIVING FAITH: EVERYDAY ETHICS FOR ORDINARY CHRISTIANS
JUSTICE, ORDER, & PEACE IN A WORLD AT WAR
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JUSTICE



Since there are always thieves and frauds and  
 men who commit violent attacks on their  
   neighbours and murderers, and since  
    without law backed by adequate force there  
      are usually gangs of bandits; and since  
       there are in most places laws administered  
         by people who command violence to  
          enforce the laws against law-breakers;  
            the question arises: what is a just  
             attitude to this exercise of violent  
               coercive power on the part of rulers  
                and their subordinate officers?

–  Elizabeth Anscombe  (“War & Murder,” 45)
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๏  Interim Ethic  (Apocalyptic Imminence)

๏  Marginal Survival Ethic  (Context)

๏  Personal Ethic  (NOT Social Ethic)

๏  SELF-Defense  (NOT Neighbor)

๏  Impossible Ideal  (Impracticable)

๏  Law & Gospel / Two Kingdoms

๏  ONLY Religious-Nationalist Revolt





“KILLING,” “MURDER,” (JUST) “WAR)
‣  “KILLING”  =  DESCRIPTION OF HUMAN TERMINATION 

‣  “MURDER”  =  EVALUATION OF UNJUST TERMINATION 

‣  “WAR”  =  DESCRIPTION OF POLITICAL KILLING

‣  “WAR”  =  EVALUATION OF POTENTIALLY / IN PRINCIPLE 
                   JUST KILLING VIA ARMED COMBAT
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End(s)………Means
“To Save Lives” &/or 
“To Minimize Death”

Bombing Cities / 
Targeting Civilians & 

Noncombatants

War Crime 
Willfully, Knowingly, & 
Purposefully Violating 

Discrimination / Noncombatant 
Immunity
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BLESS THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU; BLESS AND DO NOT CURSE THEM.…
DO NOT REPAY ANYONE EVIL FOR EVIL…BELOVED, NEVER AVENGE 
YOURSELVES, BUT LEAVE ROOM FOR THE WRATH OF GOD, FOR 
IT IS WRITTEN, “VENGEANCE IS MINE; I WILL REPAY, SAYS THE 
LORD.”…DO NOT BE OVERCOME BY EVIL, BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD. 
LET EVERY PERSON BE SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES, 
FOR THERE IS NO AUTHORITY EXCEPT FROM GOD, AND THOSE 
AUTHORITIES THAT EXIST HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED BY GOD. THEREFORE 
WHOEVER RESISTS AUTHORITY RESISTS WHAT GOD HAS APPOINTED 
…FOR THE AUTHORITY DOES NOT BEAR THE SWORD IN VAIN! IT IS THE 
AGENT OF GOD TO EXECUTE WRATH ON THE WRONGDOER. 
THEREFORE ONE MUST BE SUBJECT, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF WRATH 
BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF CONSCIENCE.





WOULD YOU SHOOT?
NO. I’M A PACIFIST. NO GUNS.

SUPPOSE YOU HAVE?
SHOOT GUN OUT OF HAND

NOT THAT GOOD A SHOT
DON’T WANT TO HIT GRANDMA



HONK THE HORN 
HORN DOESN’T WORK

SWERVE AROUND HER
LANDSLIDE BLOCKS ROAD

DRIVE OFF THE CLIFF
SOMEONE IS WITH YOU



I WOULD PROBABLY SLAM ON THE BRAKES 
SENDING MY FRIEND THROUGH THE 
WINDSHIELD, SKID INTO THE  
LANDSLIDE, RUN OVER THE  
LITTLE GIRL, SAIL OFF THE  
CLIFF, PLUNGE TO MY OWN  
DEATH…CRASH THROUGH  
GRANDMA’S ROOF AND  
BLOW UP HER LIVING ROOM.



 I'M THINKING ABOUT HOW WE PUT PEOPLE  
  THROUGH A TRAINING PROCESS SO THEY'LL  
   FIND OUT THE REALLY GOOD, EFFICIENT  
 WAYS OF KILLING. NOTHING INCIDENTAL  
   LIKE TRUCKS AND LANDSLIDES; JUST THE  
               OPPOSITE, REALLY. YOU KNOW, HOW  
                TO GROWL AND YELL, KILL AND  
                  CRAWL AND JUMP OUT OF  
                   AIRPLANES—REAL ORGANIZED  
                    STUFF. WHY, YOU HAVE TO BE  
                     ABLE TO RUN A BAYONET  
                      THROUGH GRANDMA'S MIDDLE.



If You’re Not Safe, You’re Not Free
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“TORTURE” & “DOMINATION”

‣ Means / Material Cause (Violation)

‣ Violation (NOT Destruction)

‣ Domination (Against Interest, Absent 
Consent, Apart from Contestation)

‣ Asymmetrical Vulnerability w/ Impunity



LIVING SAFELY IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT OUR 
SECURITY WAS PURCHASED ON THE BACK OF 
A WATERBOARD, AT THE MUZZLE OF A 
SNARLING DOG, OR BY THE LIVE END OF AN 
ELECTRODE IS A HIDEOUS THING....[T]AKE 
AWAY THE RULE OF LAW AND INTRODUCE 
BRUTALITY AND THE INFLICTION OF TORMENT, 
AND OUR PERSONAL SAFETY OR THE SAFETY 
OF OUR STREETS IS A REPROACH TO US, A 
TAINTED AND CLAMMY FORM OF 
SATISFACTION THAT WE CAN ENJOY ONLY 
WITH OUR CONSCIENCES TURNED OFF.

Jeremy Waldron – NYU Law School  (Otago ‘74)
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          WHEN HE ORDERED THE PRISONER  
              TORTURED, HE COMMITTED A MORAL  
                CRIME AND HE ACCEPTED A MORAL  
               BURDEN. NOW HE IS A GUILTY MAN.  
             HIS WILLINGNESS TO ACKNOWLEDGE  
            AND BEAR... HIS GUILT IS EVIDENCE,  
           AND IT IS THE ONLY EVIDENCE HE CAN  
          OFFER US, BOTH THAT HE IS NOT TOO  
         GOOD FOR POLITICS AND THAT HE IS  
        GOOD ENOUGH."

–  Michael Walzer  (“Problem of Dirty Hands”)







  THE BURDEN OF MY ARGUMENT IS  
    THAT, WHILE DEONTOLOGY  
     MAKES SOMETHING CALLED  
    "TORTURE" IMPOSSIBLE,    
        UTILITARIANISM MAKES IT TOO  
          EASY AND TOO TEMPTING

–  Jean Bethke Elshtain  (“Dirty Hands,” 79)
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  SOMETHING CALLED “TORTURE"
‣ Shouted Insults / Verbal Abuse

‣ Slap to the Face / Shove to Seat

‣ Sleep Deprivation  (Light & Noise)

‣ Severe Beatings & Brutalization

‣ Bodily Mutilation & Amputation
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  SOMETHING CALLED “TORTURE LITE"
‣ Shouted Insults / Verbal Abuse

‣ Slap to the Face / Shove to Seat

‣ Sleep Deprivation  (Light & Noise)

‣ “Stress Positions” Days on End

‣ Waterboarding



  ALTHOUGH EXCRUCIATING FOR  
    THE VICTIM, THESE TACTICS    
   GENERALLY LEAVE NO  
      PERMANENT MARKS AND  
        DO NO LASTING PHYSICAL    
          HARM.

–  Jean Bethke Elshtain  (“Dirty Hands,” 85)







ET520  CHRISTIAN ETHICS & SOCIAL JUSTICE  (WEEK 10)

TERROR & TORTURE





“WAR” VERSUS “TERRORISM”
▸ BOTH Appeal to Necessity

▸ BOTH Wound & Kill Civilians

▸ BOTH Produce Fear & Terror

▸ BOTH Claim to Defend Justice

▸ BOTH Use Violence as a Means



  THE SINCERITY OF THE TERRORIST’S  
    CONSCIENCE, OF THE EXCUSES HE  
     MAKES, IS OF NO SIGNIFICANCE IN  
     THE CATEGORISATION OF HIS ACTION;  
    THE MILITARY COMMANDER’S SINCERE  
   CONSCIENCE, ON THE OTHER HAND,  
   MAY BE CRUCIAL TO THE DIFFERENCE  
    BETWEEN AN UNFORTUNATE NECESSITY  
                  AND A WAR CRIME.

–  Talal Asad  (“Terrorism,” 26)
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        CONSCIENCE 
  
        MILITARY  
        CONSCIENCE 

        COLLATERAL DAMAGE  
        WAR CRIME

Necessity
Atrocity

Motivation (regret / remorse) 
Undesirable Means 
Unforesakable Ends





–  Adriana Cavarero  (Horrorism, 3)

IF WE OBSERVE THE SCENE OF MASSACRE 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE HELPLESS 
VICTIMS RATHER THAN THAT OF THE WARRIORS, 
THOUGH, THE PICTURE CHANGES HERE TOO: 
THE RHETORICAL FACADE OF “COLLATERAL  
DAMAGE" MELTS AWAY, AND THE CARNAGE 
TURNS SUBSTANTIAL. MORE THAN WAR,  
WHAT STANDS OUT IS HORROR.



CIVILIAN CASUALTIES
Motivation (Internal Mental or Emotional State Cause OF Action)

Intention (External Material State of Affairs Caused BY Action)
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COMMUTATIVE JUSTICE: giving each 
their due where what is due is not 
identical in quality or equal in quantity.

Sins are committed in relation to involuntary 
commutations by doing injury to a neighbor 
against their will (persons or possessions)

In the first place, we shall consider murder 
whereby one inflicts the greatest injury on 
their neighbor (suicide, self-defense)



ARTICLE ONE: “Killing in Ten 
Commandments refers to “homicide”

ARTICLE TWO & THREE: Defends the 
righteousness of killing sinners who, like an 
infectious limb, threatens the body politic 
(public office / capital sins left unspecified)

ARTICLE FOUR: Rules out killing by 
priests, because as vicars of Christ, they 
must follow his example (counsels of 
perfection / priesthood of all believers)



“The innocent and just person you 
shall not put to death” (Exodus 23:7)

The slaying of a sinner becomes lawful in 
relation to the common good, which is 
corrupted by sin.…The life of the 
righteous preserves and forwards the 
common good, since they are the chief 
part of the community. Therefore it is in no 
way lawful to slay the innocent.



Now it is much more lawful to defend 
one's life than one's house. Therefore 
neither is anyone guilty of murder if they 
kill another in defense of their own life

“If a thief be found breaking into a house 
or undermining it, and would be wounded 
so as to die; they who slays them shall not 
be guilty of blood”  (Exodus 22:2)
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13 OCCURRENCES RETZACH:
๏ 4x Prohibition Lists (Decalogue)
๏ Several Times Cities of Refuge
๏ Legal Killing  (Numbers 35)
๏ Ahab & Jezebel  (1 Kings 21)
๏ CANNOT be Murder  (Proverbs 22)
๏ CERTAINLY Murder  (Hosea 6, Deuteronomy 22, Psalm 94)



13 OCCURRENCES RETZACH:
๏ Retzach  =  Murder or Killing
๏ Retzach  =  Murder or Killing
๏ Retzach  =  Killing
๏ Retzach  =  Murder
๏ Retzach  =  Killing
๏ Retzach  =  Murder



13 OCCURRENCES RETZACH:
๏ Decalogue: Retzach = Murder





When they use force, they must 
do their best not to endanger the 
people whose lives they exist to 
protect—including the lives of 
criminals.…Their “best” sometimes 
involves the acceptance of risks 
beyond the ordinary risks of battle  
in order to reduce the risks they 
impose on enemy civilians.

–  Michael Walzer  (“Soldiers & Police,” 99)



JUS IN BELLO (“FIGHTING RIGHTLY”):

‣ Proportionality  +  Due Care (Least Force Feasible)

‣ Discrimination  +  Due Care (Most Risk Reasonable)


